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This of course can be said so glibly by those whose life has
been free from disappointment and loss. But one of the
facets of grace is that there are resources when life tumbles
in.

EDITORIAL
The Facets of Grace
Like a diamond whose finely polished facets reflect
brilliance and beauty, this word grace, so useful to the
New Testament writers, reflects its divine brilliance as we
hold its many facets to the fight.
There is the facet of forgiving grace. The feeling of
guilt is a universal experience. And for the Christian there
is no more common experience than that of Christian in
Bunyan's classic, who felt his burden fall from his back
as he knelt at the cross. The hymnody of the church reflects the joy that comes when a guilty sinner under sentence of death is forgiven by a holy but gracious God.
There is the facet of renewing grace. Man is not only
guilty and in need of forgiveness. He is sick and in need
of health. He is a rebel in need of reconciliation; he is dead,
in need of new life. Jeremiah saw this facet of grace when
he spoke of the New Covenant "written on the heart."
Paul goes beyond forgiveness (justification) in Romans
six and seven when he points out that one who is under
grace is no longer the servant of sin.
There is the facet of ennobling grace. In Romans 12:6
Paul writes "Having then gifts differing according to the
grace that is given to us." The same truth is stated in
Ephesians 4:7. It is God's grace that calls us to service and
gives us that particular gift for this service. This simply
means that when we are living in obedience to God's will
His resources of grace are available for our task. If we are
faithful we will be called to service which is more than we
in our own strength can do. But He is faithful through His
grace to enable us to do it. Our weakness and insufficiency
are opportunities for His grace.
There is the facet of sufficient grace. Into every life
there comes those experiences which seem to be unexplainable and without purpose. A home situation that is
difficult. A physical handicap that limits usefulness. A
tragedy that enters one's fife taking the joy out of living.
Whatever it was in the fife of Paul that he wished so much
would be different we do not know, but we do know that
whatever it was, God stated that His grace was sufficient.
Cover Photo: Jerusalem—the holy city of both Arab and Jew—
presents a cultural kaleidoscope. Here a Hasidic Jew asks direction
of an Israeli policeman.
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When we read in John 1:17 that "the law was given by
Moses but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ" let us
hold up that grace to where the light of human experience
reflects upon its facets. There will be a new reality when
we hear the Pauline benediction—
"The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you."

Qio*n the Cditat:
This month marks t w o years since the dramatic Six-Day
W a r between Israel and her A r a b neighbors. MCC took this
opportunity to focus our attention on this troubled area of
our w o r l d . A t present our attention is mainly directed to Viet
Nam and the crucial nature of that land in respect to w o r l d
peace. M a n y observers consider the M i d d l e East to be a much
greater threat to peace and see not only the conflict as one
between A r a b and Jew but between the major w o r l d powers.
The three brief articles treat on the historic nature of the
M i d d l e East tension; the new problems and hatreds arising
from the Six-Day W a r ; and w h a t MCC is doing to minister to
the need and to witness to the love of Christ.
Those of our readers w h o live close to the soil know the
farmer's dependency on rain. But all w i l l understand the joy
of the Mtshabezi staff when the rains came. One is reminded
of the "sound of abundance of r a i n " in the day of the
prophet Elijah.
W e have been receiving the Library Releases from the
Upland congregation's newly activated library, so w e asked
Noreen Trautwein to write an article on how it is done. The
article on page nine is the result. Noreen w i l l be known to
many as the author of "The Everywhere Missionary."
J. Wilmer Heisey, Executive Secretary, Board for Missions,
points up the place the " p e a c e p o s i t i o n " has in the Christian
faith.
Pulpit and Pew has t w o short but very interesting articles.
They are of interest to pulpit and pew.
The next issue (June 30) w i l l contain the Conference
Sermon. Our practice is to not release this issue until the
Sermon has been delivered to the Conference. In this c a s e —
July 2. This means that your next issue w i l l be about one
week late in arriving since it w i l l be a week late in mailing.
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A view of Souf Camp, one of the five new emergency camps established to shelter the
73,000 refugees in East Jordan following the hostilities of June 1967. In the immediate foreground is a cement foundation on which a prefabricated cabin (10' x 13') will be built to
house another family now living in one of the tents seen in the background.

ISAAC and ISHMAEL and LAND
Frank H. Epp
The conflict in the Middle East is a quarrel over land.
Palestine is claimed, on the one hand, by the Palestinian
Arabs, supported by the surrounding Arab states, and, on
the other hand, by the State of Israel, supported by the
world Zionist movement.
The problem is complicated by the involvement of outside countries, notably the USA and the USSR. Such external interference has been part of the Palestinian problem
ever since the ancient kingdoms of the Nile and the
Euphrates marched their armies across this "middle of the
earth."
With the marching of armies came also the migration
of peoples, and this is one of the reasons why the landownership question in Palestine has throughout history
been muddled. In any event, both of the present contenders
have claims that go way, way back.
The Arabs say that they are descendants, at least in
part, of the original Canaanites of recorded history. The
Jews likewise have an old claim, and their historians seek
to push the date of Abraham's descent into Canaan as far
back into history as possible.
Through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (also known as Israel),
Joseph, Moses and Joshua, the children of Israel developed
The writer is the Director of Studies in International Conflict
under the Peace Section, Mennonite Central Committee.
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a unique claim on Palestine. They saw themselves as a
chosen people, called of God to conquer, inhabit and
develop the land and thereby to become a blessing to all
the peoples of the earth.
The patriarchs, as well as the later prophets, saw the
possession of the land as a covenant with God, which, if
the covenant was broken, made the promises null and
void. Thus the disintegration of the Hebrew kingdom and
the eventual dispersion of most of its people was seen as a
judgment for not keeping the covenant.
The children of Israel were not the only descendants
of Abraham. He also had a large family through Ishmael,
who like Jacob had twelve sons. This family eventually
became identified with the Arab world.
Following the rise of the Prophet Mohammed and the
spread of his new Islamic religion, the Arab world developed an even stronger link with Abraham, and built in
Jerusalem its own holy place—the Dome of the Rock,
where Abraham allegedly prepared to offer up Isaac.
Meanwhile, Christianity had also been born and become a force in the Middle East and in the world, but
real claims on Palestine did not come until many years
later. The founder, Jesus of Nazareth, had told His followers to worship Him in spirit and in truth rather than
in this or that holy place. Besides, the early Christians,
like the Jews, were also persecuted and dispersed.
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It was the Crusades, first of all, followed by the pilgrimages and the latter-day tourist trade that Christians
developed an attachment to the holy land and the holy
places. And out of this attachment came a theological outlook which saw end-time fulfillment being achieved if and
when there was a literal return to Palestine of Jews in the
diaspora.
This theological view, strongly promoted by some
Christians, was a great help to the Jews, when 19th and
20th century persecutions in Europe restored in them the
desire for their own homeland, preferably Palestine. This
hope became a concrete plan with the birth of the Zionist
movement at a convention in Basel, Switzerland in 1897.
The Zionist movement sought support for its plan to
establish a national homeland from the Turkish sultan, who
then controlled Palestine, and with German leaders allied
to the Turks. But it was the British who finally turned a
sympathetic ear, not least of all because they were interested in Middle East oil, and later, during World War I,
in Jewish support for ousting the Turks from Palestine.
The Balfour Declaration of 1917 gave official British
support to Zionist aspirations. A Jewish agency was immediately formed to assist the British in the administration
of the conquered areas and to accelerate immigration of
Jews to Palestine, whose population in 1918 was 65,000.
There were, however, also some 650,000 Arabs in Palestine at the time, and they had for many years been waiting
for the day of liberation from the Turks. Thus the British
also found it possible to win their support in return for
promises of self-determination and independence.
It was inevitable that the promises to both Arabs and
Jews should clash, although both of the latter read more
into the British commitments than they themselves apparently ever intended.
In the struggle that ensued, the Zionists gradually
gained the upper hand, since their Jewish agency was, in
close cooperation with the British (League of Nations)
Mandate Government, bringing in many immigrants, securing more land, occupying administrative posts and
building up police and defense forces.
The Arabs, who under four centuries of Turkish domination, had never developed any diplomatic or political
expertise, remained relatively helpless, but in 1936 they
managed to stage a six-month general nation-wide strike,
which was accompanied and followed by violence. In that
struggle the British became convinced that their promises

to the Zionists had been more than fulfilled, and they
sought to curb Zionist ambitions from 1939 on.
Then came the Second World War and more Jewish
persecution and more legal and illegal immigration to
Palestine. The Zionists were more than ever determined to
achieve their national homeland, and the years immediately
after the War were* characterized by more violence as
armed Zionists, Arabs and British clashed with each other.
The British finally came to the conclusion that their
Mandate position was intolerable and turned the problem
over to the United Nations. After much study and debate,
the United Nations agreed to a partition of Palestine, one
part to be controlled by the Jews and the other part by the
Arabs. The UN, however, did not specify exactly how
peaceful partition was to be achieved.
While the Zionists were happy about the plan, the
Arabs could not accept it, mainly because they again saw
their land being handed over to foreigners at their expense
without them having any say in it.
The Zionists proclaimed the State of Israel in May,
1948. Thereafter, and already before, there was an armed
struggle between Arabs and Jews, with the Palestinian
Arabs increasingly being supported by the surrounding
Arab States.
In the Palestinian War of 1948, followed by the Sinai
War of 1956 and the June War of 1967, the State of Israel
gained more territory than had been assigned in the
original plan. And in every round also more Palestinian
Arabs were displaced from their homes, with the result that
there are now nearly two million Palestinian Arabs seeking
a return to their homeland.
Since 1967 these refugees have become more and more
convinced that Israel will not allow them to come back,
and that the UN, the big powers and the Arab states cannot help them, and that they must take their cause into
their own hands. That is why they are now rapidly developing their guerrilla forces in order to destroy the State
of Israel, not necessarily the Jews, and to return to their
homeland.
The State of Israel and its Jewish citizens want peace
with security, and as far as they are concerned, these
guerrillas are terrorists. The Palestinian Arabs, on the other
hand, want peace with justice, and as far as they are concerned the guerrillas are liberators. In the clash of these
two views and their claims lies the heart of the current
Middle East problem.

The Six-Day War Goes On
William T. Snyder
The heavy fighting between Israel and the Arab world
subsided after six days, but there was no lasting agreement
for a ceasefire, and peace appears to be further away w'th
each passing day. The fighting goes on with Arab incursions
across the Jordan River into the occupied West Bank of
Jordan. The hostilities have been carried all the way to
Zurich, Switzerland, and Algeria, where El Al, the Israeli
airline, has had planes damaged by Arab guerrillas in an
attempt to weaken Israel's link to the rest of the world. The
Arabs are trying to bring to the attention of the world the
Middle East situation which they feel the West does not
William Snyder is the Executive Secretary of the Mennonite
Central Committee. This article was written under date of March 7,
1969.
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understand. Two new Arab guerrilla organizations have
been started: El-Fatah, which is the most powerful pol tically and militarily with increasing support from most of
the Arab world, and the Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO).
El-Fatah is an organization without an ideology but
with the primary purpose of putting Israel out of business
and recovering the land of Palestine. The PLO is composed
largely of those who were refugees during the past 20
years. The Israelis retaliate against the guerrillas by military attacks against guerrilla bases in Arab territory. The
guerrilla activity hurts Israel because it must spend an
estimated 35 per cent of its budget and about 20 per cent
of its gross national product for war, even apart from the
Evangelical Visitor

uneconomical use of its manpower for non-productive defense purposes.
On February 13, I arrived in Beirut where I met the
MCC-Jordan director, Virgil Claassen, and Merlin Swartz,
an Elkhart Mission Board teacher who is a professor in the
Near East School of Theology in Beirut. Their interpretation of the grimness of the situation in the countries of
Lebanon and Jordan was sobering. These two Arab nations
are perhaps the most moderate in the Arab world, but
Israel's retaliation plus the growing political strength of the
El-Fatah and PLO are giving the governments less and less
maneuverability in reaching any kind of settlement with
Israel.
June 16, 1969

Later, in talking with Arab officials, I learned there is
some ray of hope that President Nixon may be able to enter
the picture positively with what former Pennsylvania Governor William Scrasiton described on his fact-finding trip
to the Middle East as an "even-handed approach." It was
somewhat awkward for me as an American citizen to keep
my aplomb as many Arabs spoke, rightly or wrongly, of
the unfriendliness of the Johnson administration to the
Arab world. I believe that Mr. Nixon's administration may
be able to help defuse this time-bomb if Governor Scranton's counsel is heeded.
(Continued on page fifteen)
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A Sound of Rain
Perle Harvey

DO YOU BELIEVE that God answers prayer?
That He performs miracles today? We do!
At Mtshabezi Mission by January 27, the reservoir behind the mission dam had dried up completely. We viewed
the mudpot at the basin of the dam with dismay. The
working men looked like a bunch of happy schoolboys as
they skylarked in the mud attempting to catch the fish.
They brought 78 huge barbel (catfish) to our home and
gave me first choice.

March 27—The full reservoir just beginning to flow over the
spillway.

On March 4, the Finance Committee came here to the
Mission to consider the possibility of our putting down a
borehole. The government officer had done a geophysical
survey and located two sites for boreholes. The position
was discussed and the matter referred to the Executive
Board meeting later that week.
The clouds that day were dark in the sky; but we didn't
take much notice of them, as they had been that way for
weeks. The rain had been falling all around us and missed
the mission every time. But . . . about two o'clock that
afternoon it started to RAIN. We hadn't seen rain like it for
years. It came down in sheets; it roared down on the iron
roof of the packing shed up in the lands. The water
streamed off the roads and hills.
The working men and mothers laughed and talked as
they told each other that God does answer prayer. In one
hour we had had two inches of rain. We went down to
look at the dam at four o'clock. My arms went all cold and
I felt overwhelmed: ten feet of water lay in the reservoir!
About 8,000,000 gallons of water in one hour!
The bed of the empty reservoir on January 28. The white spots are
mud and not water.

"Nkosikazi, would you like some for relish?" I laughed
and gratefully declined their generous offer. To me, barbel
tastes like mud. They feasted on boiled fish that night and
on dried fish for days thereafter.
Back to the dam—now what? There was no more water
to irrigate the one acre of tomatoes that had just started
bearing. For the whole of February we battled. The heat
was incessant and everyone was weary and depressed.
Every morning at 5:30 a.m., the prayer group in the church
reminded the Lord that we needed rain. The grass went
brown; crops wilted and died in the fields. The working
men had to dig daily in the sand of the river bed to get
water for the cattle. The tomatoes were watered by hand
from 44-gallon drums that had been filled from the Mtshabezi River. It was sheer slog to keep the crops alive and
producing.
Women harvesting the 1968 tomato crop on the Mtshabezi Mission
Farm. The crop produced 120 tons from 2 1/4 acres—fifty-three tons
per acre. (Twenty to thirty tons per acre is considered good in
Lancaster County.)
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On March 10, it started to rain again. We were out at
Mayezane in evangelistic work. Reports filtered out to us
that the water in the resevoir was 1/2 feet from the spillway.
Last year in March we had .03 inch of rain.
This year in answer to prayer the Lord threw a cyclone
off the coast of South Africa, and we had 9.5 inches of rain
in March. The rain bearing winds came from the northeast
—most unusual.
Our Lord is still the Master of the winds and the waves.

'Round the Clock
—with Jay Whitwill, R.N., at Madhipura Christian Hospital
Arriving at MCH f o r Voluntary Service in September,
1968, Mr. W h i t w i l l stayed on until early June by rea p p l y i n g for a three-months' tourist visa—first w h i l e on
a visit to nearby N e p a l , and then in March w h i l e on
a visit to his brother in Addis A b a b a , Ethiopia. W e hear
that " U n c l e J a y " became a favorite with the MK's and
the Indian children on the compound.

• I awaken in the pre-dawn hours as a half-wild, halfgrown cat jumps on the window screen, yowling and trying
to get my pet parrot.
• Breakfast, morning devotions; the day begins!
• Rounds at the TB ward reveal that children of a certain
patient have still been sneaking in at night to sleep with
him, although I had given repeated reasons why they
should not do so, warnings, and small fines. Eviction of
body, bag, and baggage to the roadside takes place midst
his loud protests and begging for mercy and forgiveness,
his pulling his ears, and kneeling in the dust to touch my
shoes. (Three days later, he was readmitted.)
• Chase down one goat and unstake two others that had
"mysteriously" appeared in the TB compound to graze.
Fun and games while carrying the goat and leading two
cantankerous others to a pen for lock up! I wait for the
owner to appear and lay claim to them—and pay a ransom
of four annas (6M cents) each. The villager had no idea
how they had gotten where they were!
• I helplessly watch a young woman propped up in bed
die from a long-neglected, irreversible state of malnutrition.
• Change the dressing on a very gangrenous hand and
arm of a woman who after more than two weeks still refuses amputation.

Mr. Whitwill stands with Bona and Bona's wife and child in front
of their home in Barjora. Bona was a patient of Mr. Whitwill whom
he nursed back to health from a near fatal case of tetanus.

• Fuss again at two old cronies who have an incurable
passion to smoke the rankest tobacco in their coconut shell
water pipes. Several times I have seen smoke curling from
beneath their saris where the pipes had been quickly hidden from sight. These women are sathis or cook-companions for two of the patients. Each one must bring his
own sathi, as we are not equipped with facilities or personnel to prepare patients' food.
• Lunch, a short rest, then back to the afternoon tasks.
• The end of the day brings us an old, ragged, half-crazy
beggar with a deep fresh burn on his back. He had been
begging or trying to steal something to eat at a little roadside tea stall and wouldn't go away or got caught. The
owner poured scalding water on him! In hospital work we
become rather immune to the daily dramas, tragedies, emergencies, etc. This time, however, I just about became "unglued"! [because of the inhumanity and gruesomeness of
the case]. We cleaned him up, dressed his wounds, gave
him some clean clothes, and let him go as he wished. The
end of the road had come for him long ago.
• And so to bed . . . Then dawn and another new day.

• Help a little girl with an infected foot to smile and laugh.
• Make up powdered milk for a pack of hungry little
urchins who collect around the nurses' station door every
morning.
• Play Keeper of the Keys to the soap and rations (free
relief food) that would otherwise "relocate."
• Teach some personal health and nutrition to patients who
exist in or on a dirt and cowdung-floor, split-bamboowalled, thatched roof house—and whose diet consists mainly of rice boiled in copious amounts of water, then drained
of its goodness by pouring off the water; a few thin
chappatis (flat, unleavened bread made of whole wheat
flour); and some measly sweet potatoes. Meat is rare because of religious beliefs and expense.
June 16, 1969

African Layman to Attend General Conference
Under appointment by the Executive Board,
Henry Ncube will represent the Brethren in Christ
Church in Africa at General Conference. A Matopo
Teacher Training graduate of the "thirties," former
school teacher, now self employed in business, he is
scheduled to arrive June 20 and to visit a number of
congregations. After attending the Pastors' Seminar
in Michigan, September 23-25, he will return to his
home in the Mtshabezi District of Rhodesia.
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CHRISTIAN I

YOUTH

Youth

"Our country spends billions of dollars
and many years experimenting in space
travel and we call it science. Why don't we
try it more with people and call it love,"

-

Sunday

A Last Chance
At the foot of a mountain on the west side of Cumberland Gap in Southeastern Kentucky is located the "last
chance" for 130 young Americans. The Cumberland Gap
Job Corps Center is one of 113 similar centers scattered
through the States supported by the Office of Economic
Opportunity.
Young men between the ages of 16 and 21 enter the
centers for a chance to catch up on their basic education
in reading and mathematics, to learn a vocational skill,
and to learn the value of constructive leisure. They are
housed, clothed, fed and given pocket money.
The Mennonite Central Committe has supported the
Jobs Corps program by placing nine volunteers to work in
various areas of two centers: the Catoctin Civilian Conservation Center, at Lantz, Md., as well as the one at
Cumberland Gap, Middlesboro, Ky.
About 30 per cent of the fellows who come to the
centers enter pre-reading programs, spending two to four
months concentrating on phonics to prepare them for
graded reading. Others enter regular education programs
to begin work towards their high school equivalency
diploma.
At the Cumberland Center, MCC VSer Mrs. Susan
Weidner tutoring corpsmen in reading and math has found
her first grade teaching experience relevant in working
with these 17 and 18 year olds.
"Their learning may seem very slow to many," says Mrs.
Weidner, "but the reason we keep plugging away at it together is because of people like Old Blue.
"Old Blue, nicknamed by his friends, is a tall, lanky,
black, kind-hearted fellow who spent all his life on a
North Carolina peanut farm before coming to Job Corps.
When he arrived he couldn't write his name legibly. Now
he is learning to read and work math problems in which
he takes delight at each new word and problem."
Vocational training is another part of the last chance
offered at the Job Corps centers. Carpentry, masonry, welding, auto mechanics, reforestation, and even cooking are
among the skills training available. After an orientation to
each trade, the corpsman enters the area of his choice, and
then works under instructors to bring his skill up to the
apprentice level so he can obtain a job in the world outside
and continue in his trade.
In the corpsman's evening hours he is free to spend time
in leisure activities which interest him. Activities such as
sports, arts and crafts are organized in order to help him
realize the value of spending free time in a constructive
manner.
MCC VSers assisting in recreation and counseling find
it a particularly rewarding aspect of Job Corps life. At
Catoctin a number of the corpsmen worship with the MCC
(8)

volunteers on Sundays, which led one VSer to say, "It is
our aim that Christ will lead us also in a spiritual ministry
to these fellows. We hope our Christian example may be
strong enough to show the love of Christ which will provide a source of motivation, instill proper attitudes and
give hope for success in the future—while there is still a
future."
But the future is dim for many Job Corpsmen. On
Friday, April 11, Secretary of Labor, George P. Shultz
announced that 59 Job Corps centers would close by June
30. On that date, administration of the Job Corps centers
are to be transferred from the Office of Economic Opportunity to the Labor Department.
Both centers—Catoctin and Cumberland Gap—at which
MCC has placed volunteers have learned that they are
on the list to be phased out.
By closing more than half of the centers, the Nixon
Administration hopes to save $120 million. With the yearly
cost per trainee in the Job Corps at about $6500, the Labor
Secretary noted that Job Corps training is twice as expensive as training in other Federal manpower programs
and produces no better results.
Perhaps the Job Corps is a costly program which has
not lived up fully to its ideals. But the government has not
offered these young men nor the American people a better
alternative.
Only part of the corpsmen in the 59 centers to be
closed will be reassigned to other training programs. The
majority will be returned to their urban ghettos and
poverty-stricken rural communities where there is only unemployment and despair.
The Administration's desire to save taxpayers' money
and check inflation is in the nation's best interest. But why
not begin in those areas where it is most needed. Mark
Weidner, MCC volunteer at Cumberland Gap Center,
accurately points out the foolishness of criticisms of costs
when he says:
"The government spends enough money in Vietnam
every 24 minutes to support one Job Corps center for a
year. It is too bad we don't have a yardstick to measure
the self-confidence and human dignity that these young
men have acquired in Job Corps.
"Our country spends billions of dollars and many years
experimenting in space travel and we call it science. Why
don't we try it more with people and call it love," Weidner remarked.
The proposal for closing the 59 Job Corps Centers needs
congressional approval. It will probably be given, even
with such senators as Edmund S. Muskie assailing it as a
"breach of national promise and commitment to deserving
and needy young Americans."
Evangelical
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EDUCATION
,y School - Home

THE CHURCH
LIBRARY
Noreen

Trautwein

Most churches have a library tucked away in some
forgotten corner; many of the books old and tattered, a
few real classics, and perhaps some newer books. But this
small collection can be the beginning of a thrilling adventure in Christian outreach. Today's Christian needs to
be in the "know." He needs not only to keep abreast of current events but to follow the deep thoughts of Christian
scholars and leaders. Christian education workers need
to know the newest methods and techniques of teaching
and need to spend time with commentaries and study
helps. The layman can be revitalized through the written
testimonies of other Christians, challenged by the true
missionary stories, or have his scriptural perspective deepened through reading good Biblical novels.
The Upland Church library, in the last year and one
half, has been brought from an unused dust collector to
a vital place in the church ministry. Here are some of the
ideas which have helped it grow into a flourishing ministry;
ideas which may help you rejuvenate your own church
library.
The Library Committee

The first thing we needed to bring our library to life
was some organization, a committee. Our Library Committee was formed by the Board of Christian Ed. and is
responsible to the board. The expenses are included in the
BCE budget. The committee consists of a Chairman, librarian, reviewer, secretary, treasurer, a person with
knowledge of library science and someone to help with
publicity. The librarian does not necessarily have to know
library science as long as someone on the committee does,
but she should have a love for books and a good knowledge of the collection. All of our books are catalogued
just as in the public library. This enables checking in the
card catalogue for subject matter someone might desire
and, as the collection increases, becomes more important
in locating books on the shelves. The committee meets
monthly and its members should have a vision of library
potential and enthusiasm to conquer all obstacles.
Schedule

Our church library is open for business following the
worship service on Sunday morning and both before and
after the evening service. Since the demand for books is
greatest in the morning, we have check-out assistants so
that the librarian can be free to find books. On Wednesday
night or any other time, people can check out books on
their own by following a simple procedure outlined on
the check-out desk.
Filling the Stacks

Book buying is the responsibility of the librarian. She
orders books through our Christian Light Press. Church
people are encouraged to donate bo'oks they have to share
with the rest of the church family. If your collection and
budget are small, Library Gift Day will give your library
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a boost. For one Sunday prior to the event we list on an
insert in the bulletin, fifty books with prices, that we would
like to see in the library. On gift day the books are arranged on tables in the library and are purchased and
donated by interested people. The donor's name is placed
in the book and he can read it before it is processed. On
our first gift day forty-five books were given to our library.
Promoting the Library

Promotion is the most important function of the library
committee. There is nothing like the power of advertising
to keep the library active. Our news and reviews page
"Library Lines" appears every month along with the
Sunday School news mailing. In it library activities are
spotlighted and new books are listed along with concise
sentences about the book content. We also try to have
either a review or a news item in the bulletin each Sunday.
Each month we ask for a ten minute feature in the
Sunday evening service. We have had a skit, "The wolf
and little red ridinghood" which introduced eight books
and suggested a ministry of taking books to shut-ins. We
have had receptions in the library with a special feature
and refreshments. Posters and attractive bulletin boards
around the church help to remind people of library activity.
A Youth Section

Another responsibility of the Library committee is our
Youth Library which is set up in the Jr. High Sunday
School room but also used by the Junior Department. The
library consists of about ninety paperbacks arranged on a
rack and includes all types of reading, fiction and nonfiction enjoyable to this age. The two S. S. departments
have been running a reading contest, the winners of which
were acknowledged in a recent Sunday evening service.
Fourteen young people, out of a student enrollment of
fifty-five in the Junior dept. had read five books or more.
Two had read ten books and one had read fifteen books.
There are now approximately fifty paperbacks in circulation and it is thrilling to realize that these young people
are spending time with Christian literature.
Our main library has grown in size and in interest also.
We have now over 1200 books. In February we had a
high of ninety-one books checked out. We now have books
on Bible study, Christian philosophy, Christian living,
Family problems, Missionary experiences, Christian education, novels, biographies and our many lovely children's
books.
The Ministry
The values of an active church library are not always
easily weighed but sometimes readers share their experiences with a book. One lady checked out a book on teen
problems and shared it with her teenager. She reported that
it had greatly improved their relationship. An adult S. S.
(Continued on page twelve)
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WHAT'S THE NEWS FROM JAPAN?
W e l l , it seems that everybody there has been moving and has not had time for writing to the VISITOR;
and so to let you in on some of the happenings, we're
quoting from business and semi-business letters.
JOHN GRAYBILL TO H. N. HOSTETTER, APRIL 15
The Books moved to Shimonoseki on A p r i l 4 , as
per our mission p l a n . The rental is just temporary until
they can find a more suitable permanent base. The
Zooks left Tokyo on January 10 and moved into a
home near Pete's in Yamaguchi City temporarily. This
was only a promise for four months, I believe, and
soon they too w i l l move a g a i n . The Willmses plan to
" m o v e h o m e " for furlough on M a y 2 9 ; and the G r a y bills w i l l be moving into a friend's home on June 17th.
Our building project here in Tokyo is moving along
after a slow start. On M o n d a y April 7, w e had our
" h o u s e - r a i s i n g " ; and since then much was accomplished. The tin roof is now o n , the outside walls completely studded and being readied for sheeting. Today
they are w o r k i n g on the t w o entrance w a y s .
One thing is certain: they w i l l not be finished by
June 17, when w e have to move out of this house. A
CAJ teacher has asked us to move into his house as
rusuban while they take a summer f u r l o u g h , and so w e
plan to do this, putting our furniture into our new house
and only taking our clothes w i t h us for the summer. A
bit of extra work but not too b a d — a n d w e plan to
come out without any extra charge to the Board!
Our mission hosted the Japan All-Mennonite Missionary Conference in Yamaguchi-ken, March 2 5 - 2 7 .
A b o u t 5 0 adults attended a n d all was a big success.
M a r l i n Zook had most of the work a n d responsibility
and did a fine job for the Conference. Each one paid
for his fares, room, and f o o d ; and so the cost to the
Mission was very little. A l l agreed that this is a g o o d

plan and
future.

it w i l l

probably

be used regularly in the

JOHN GRAYBILL TO MARLIN ZOOK, APRIL 21
( A f t e r discussing certain land sites): If I understand [correctly] . . . the Board is desirous that the
Zooks get out of rent as soon as possible. W e know all
this takes time, much hard w o r k , patience, and g o o d
judgment. When w e were hunting for this Koganei land
years a g o , about 22 different brokers from Koganei,
Fuchu, Kokubunji, etc., were all w o r k i n g for us; and it
took about five months of work.
MARLIN ZOOK TO H. N. HOSTETTER, APRIL 2 7
W e are moved, again . . . thankful for the help of
Pete and Mary on moving day. I think that was the
fastest that w e ever unpacked . . .
Let me now try to answer your questions. The house
w e moved into is a rental. W e really have no interest
in buying it, though I think that the man is interested
in selling. There is no land space at a l l . W e are surrounded on all four sides of the house by gutters and
these are our boundaries. There is not even a place to
hang clothes, unless in the house . . . no place to store
things . . . W e are looking for land to buy so that w e
can build something more permanent. Ruth especially
w o u l d like to buy and build by f a l l [ N o one w i l l w o n d e r — w i t h t w o children in the picture! Page Ed.] but
I doubt if that is possible.
There are three lots here that are open for buying
and b u i l d i n g .
[For WMPC's in particular! These lots are being
examined as to strategic location, suitability f o r f a m i l y
life, cost, etc. You w i l l be informed when a decision
has been reached. Please continue to p r a y — a n d give
as the Lord directs.]
(Continued on page eleven)

A Witness of Love in the Middle East
Vern Preheim
Since the early 1950's MCC has expanded and contracted its efforts in the Middle East in keeping with the
varying intensity of the hostilities and the subsequent human suffering. Always our efforts have been concentrated
on Jordan, though for the past three years nurse Margaret
Dyck has been servng at the Nazareth Christian Hospital
in Israel. Currently we are in an expansion phase of the
program, with five workers in the Jordan soon to be expanded to seven; on the West Bank of the Jordan River
there are seven volunteers plus one in Israel, making a
total of 13. In addition, a considerable number of Arabs
are hired to carry out the program.
Relief
The relief distribution program was in the process
of phase out when the June 1967 war took place. The
uprooting and movement of large numbers of people,
The writer is MCC Director for Africa and the Middle East.
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refugees and others during the 1967 war called for resumption of the distribution of clothing and blankets; in
keeping with the focus of greater need, distributions were
resumed in Jordan in the refugee camps. The distribution
program is carried out in close cooperation with the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency and other voluntary
agencies operating in Jordan. Since the last war MCC has
shipped 320 tons of bedding, clothing and Christmas bundles to Jordan.
Daily fresh Arab bread and some simple hot meal is
served to 700 children, preschool and school age, in the
feeding center at Jericho operated in cooperation with the
local municipality. Meat canned in the Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ communities, while not served every
day, adds flavor and much needed protein.
Relief work is necessary under certain circumstances.
We have long learned the lesson that handouts should be
terminated as soon as possible and self-help projects subc o n t i n u e d on page thirteen)
Evangelical Visitor

Peace Position
Optional?
/. Wilmer Heisey
Not many people are at peace with the "Peace question." The topic is frequently the cause of controversy and
some of its proponents have been considered cranks. How
can these things be?
To state it simply, the idea of peace came from God.
He clearly showed man that there is "no peace," to the
wicked. But He went to great lengths to bring it to men.
On the night Christ made His appearance on this planet a
heavenly host announced Peace on earth, "for men on
whom His favor rests" (NEB). The peace that Simeon
knew in having met Jesus has been reenacted in countless
lives since then.
With the unfolding of Christ's purposes and provisions
for men it becomes clear that He "is our living peace,"
(Phillips) and that He breaks down the walls of hostility
that divide men.
The idea of our becoming "peacemakers" also comes
from God. It is too often overlooked that those who fulfill
this ministry must possess the attributes of God. They are,
in fact, His children.
It is no accident that the Brethren in Christ became
known as a "peace" church. Our fathers studied the Word
of God with openness of heart, and believed they must
pattern their conduct after its clear instructions. It is significant that it didn't take them long to understand this
teaching—for it was so obvious in what Christ demonstrated
by His walk among men and by His clear teaching. Some
of the more complex teachings of the Word, which even
the veteran disciple, Peter, considered "hard to be understood" were slower to dawn upon our fathers. Yet it is to
their credit that, as they got new light, they did not lay
aside their simple acceptance of the fundamentals of
following Jesus in conduct.
What is it that makes Peace so attractive?
As Jesus lived among men, He brought "goodwill." His
every unselfish act was for the good of men and women.
He never avoided the sinner nor excused the sin, but in
touching men's lives at the point of their need, He made
it possible for them to be set free of that which bound them.
He spoke peace that made new dimension of life possible
for everyone who accepted His redemptive presence into
their lives.
In the twentieth century no amount of sophistication
can add to the wholeness and beauty of life which He
made possible to those who identify with Him. The fact
that He asks us to continue His work is as necessary and
as practical as in the days He walked among men. Just as
Christ never deviated from His law of love in any human
relationships, neither can we. By practical experience we
can know that no scheme of men or nations can improve
upon the platform He set: "The Son of man came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a
ransom for many."
What is it that makes Peace so elusive?
Jesus' beauty can be seen in that His words, thoughts
and deeds always revealed a wholeness of life that no
man has ever attained. It is unchallenged history that those
early Christians who confounded an unbelieving world
June 16, 1969
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with reflections of His glory, unleashed a dynamic force
that could not be stopped by any power on earth. And they
even loved their enemies!
In modern days, sad to say, men have turned more and
more to man-made ideas and lesser dynamics in an attempt
to achieve the good life. There is a growing dichotomy
between religion and life. We are more "pacemakers" and
"placemakers" than "peacemakers." Goodwill has vanished
before coveteousness, love of pleasure, unthankfulness—
and even the blindness of men who claim allegiance to
Christ!
What is it that makes Peace so imperative?
Where there is no peace, disorder and chaos, sin and
death take over. Everyone knows, in some measure, the
absence of peace. Yet every true Christian can begin to
experience the peace of Christ, for this is His gift to men
who receive Him. What we must not forget is that peace
is made in the heart of a man and goes out in goodwill
toward his brother. This, read simply, is in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
"Peace"—an option? The "Peace Position"—an extra
cloak worn uncomfortably? For the Brethren in Christ,
"He (Jesus) is our peace"—and we are His disciples. May
we live by His law of love so that we can preach His
Gospel—of Peace!

Japan
(Continued from page ten)
Bible and English Teaching
Iwamoto San of the N a g a t o church is a trained Bible
teacher, having studied several years at the Mennonite
Brethren seminary in Osaka a n d also she has taken the
Bethel Bible study course—for w h i c h , t o o , she has been
trained as a teacher. She w o u l d like very much to teach this;
and I have t o l d her to go ahead and try to get a class going
. . . and then when the class has finished, I w o u l d like to
continue studying with it, d i p p i n g into some of the passages
more deeply.
W i t h Iwamoto San t a k i n g over the Bible teaching for the
present, I shall be more free to take advantage of the demand for English that comes when a foreigner moves into a
new community. W e already have over 60 students from
the local high a n d junior h i g h — w i t h some interest in an
adult class also . . . I do not see the English classes as a
means of evangelism so much as I see them as a means of
getting acquainted w i t h the community. I think that in a
month or t w o the interest in English w i l l drop considerably,
because many w i l l think it too hard and quit. This w i l l free
me to do the work that I came to do but in the meantime
I shall have made the acquaintance of all these students
and thus have a little access into their homes.
BCM Office

(U)

Pulpit and Pew*
Pressing Too Hard
R. A. Beltz
There are times in life when we press too hard, when
we want to arrive too soon, when we are not willing to take
the time required. This builds up unnecessary tension and
often brings frustration.
I have learned that there are times in driving when you
must move with the traffic. You cannot speed it up nor
go around it. You can only keep in line and move with it.
Years ago when driving to my office in heavy morning
traffic I would get tense, move from one lane to another,
try to beat the stop light, chafe at the driver who was
too slow or disobeyed a traffic law. Then one day I realized
that I was not getting there any quicker but was merely
building up tension and frustration. I decided to move
with the traffic and not fight against that which I could not
change. The motorists seem more considerate when I am
relaxed and I avoid tension.
When recuperating from an illness we may press too
hard and try to recover too soon, not giving our bodies
time to repair the damage and rebuild our strength.
Some things cannot be hurried. The farmer prepares
the seedbed, plants the seed and cultivates but he cannot
hurry the growth and ripening processes. Nature has its
own schedule and will not be hurried. As a boy I used to be
fascinated watching the chick break its way out of the
shell in the hatching process. A few times I decided the
chick needed help and removed the shell to discover later
that my help in trying to speed up the hatching process
had killed the chick. It needed that extra time and the
exercise of breaking its own shell to develop its strength.
In God's work I have often made the mistake of pressing too hard. In my witnessing I have become over-anxious
and tried to convince too quickly, not depending on the
Holy Spirit to do His work. I tried to supplant the will of
the person to whom I was witnessing with my will and
cause him to act according to my will and way. Pressing too
hard, I defeated my purpose and caused the one whom
I tried to win to build up resistance. Paul said, "We
persuade men" (II Corinthians 5:11). He did not say that
we force men. We can lead and persuade men into the
Christian way but we cannot force them.
In my preaching I have sometimes pressed too hard.
Perhaps I was depending more on my ability to convince
than on the power of the Word. God said, "My word . . .
shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it" (Isaiah 55:11).
This is not a plea to sit down and always wait for
things to happen. We must learn to work with God, to
work with nature and to work with people. If there is
something we can do, we ought to do it. We must learn
however that some things and some people cannot be hurried by our pressing. It is hard to wait when one is anxious
and in a hurry, but it may be necessary. At such times
these promises may be helpful:
"Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord" (Psalm
27:14).
R. A. Beltz is the executive secretary of the Wesleyan Pension
Fund. Rev. Morton Dorsey is an evangelist with the Churches of
Christ in Christian Union.
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"Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the
Lord" (Exodus 14:13).
Reprinted from The Wesleyan

Advocate.

How Much Should We Pay
The Evangelist?
Morton W. Dorsey
Since I am following that calling, asking me that question may be like asking a fox for an opinion on killing
chickens. But here goes.
The easy answer, which would be more nearly right
than would first appear, would be: all you can. For even
if you went beyond what seems necessary, you would only
be making up for what some smaller church was not able
to do.
But that is not an adequate answer, I know, so let us
try again.
Having served extensively in both pastorates and evangelism, I am prepared to say that the most feasible formula
that I know is that which says that the full-time evangelist
should be paid twice the cash salary of the pastor for each
Sunday he is there. When one considers the extra cost of
travel, living away from home, maintaining his own home,
and paying his own utilities, and the absence of such
pastoral increments as wedding and funeral fees and
Christmas gifts, the evangelist who maintains a full schedule, for those some 46 weeks when meetings can be
scheduled, will have just about the same net income as the
pastors he serves.
Some have said, "Should we pay the evangelist for a
full week when he did not come until Wednesday night?"
Remember that he may have two or even four days hard
travel to get to and from your church. Remember also
that the well-paid laymen of your church work five days
and are paid for a full week.
But whether you adopt the formula mentioned above
or not, I know this: It is grossly unfair to pay the evangelist just the same that you were paying evangelists fifteen
years ago. I know also that it is cruel to call a full-time
worker for two weeks of meetings and pay one hundred
fifty or even two hundred dollars. When I pastored a
church in 1940 with fifteen people in Sunday school, we
paid two hundred fifty dollars to our evangelists for ten
days of meetings. We did not consider that too much.
Reprinted from The

Advocate.

Library
(Continued from page nine)
teacher often illustrates his thinking with excerpts from the
writings of Catherine Marshall, which he checked out of
our library. Other adult teachers use our Bible study helps,
especially the Barclay translation and commentary to help
prepare lessons. Keith Miller's book The Taste of New
Wine has been helpful to so many. Others have found
Rosalind Rinker's book on Conversational Prayer exciting.
A member reported that The Spirit Filled Temperament by
Tim La Haye, helped him to see himself. I know one lady
who regularly takes books to a little neighbor girl whose
family does not attend church often. I know young people
who have read and enjoyed the Christian testimonies of
sports figures Bob Richardson, Felipe Alou and Cazzie
Russell. Women particularly appreciate Myra Scovel's book
Richer by India. It would be easy to go on and on listing
books which our readers have enjoyed, and the benefits
there are but why don't you find out for yourself? Why not
resurrect that ancient collection in your church? Improve
it and get people to use it. Untold benefits will be yours.
Evangelical Visitor

Love in the Middle East
(Continued from page ten)
stituted in their place. The self-help projects include education, needlework program, women's activity centers, and
kindergartens.
Education
Across the valley from Bethlehem near the top of the
windward side of the hill lies the Mennonite School for
Boys. The school with a capacity for 90 boarding and 25
day students was started as a preparatory or junior high
school. A secondary curriculum featuring commercial subjects and the arts is being added with the first class completing its first year next year. Local Arabs staff the school
except for the director, Joe Haines, and two Paxmen. It is
financed through funds generated from the sponsorship
program as each student has a sponsor in North America.
The school tries not only to offer good education but to
leave a distinctive Christian witness. It seeks to relate to
the local Evangelical Church and community.
To share the pleasant summer breezes and the shade
of the pine trees at the school during the hot summer
months it was decided to operate camps. This has been a
tangible way to cooperate with the local churches and to
promote the school. The Israeli government has invited
MCC and specifically the Beit Jala staff and students to
cooperate with it in a summer camping program near Haifa
which would seek to bring together Israeli and Arab youth
from both Israel and the West Bank to explore their common heritage in an attempt to promote better understanding each for the other. Hopefully this attempt this summer
will be successful.
The mothers need to get away from their tents and the
camp atmosphere and so in an effort to teach them something valuable for homemaking such as sewing and to
provide for them a social outlet, women's activity centers
were started. More than 75 women are taught sewing,
child care, health and sanitation by locally hired teachers,
many of them refugees themselves who are certified by the
Jordanian government.
At Surif, located on the picturesque hills of olive trees
near Hebron, a sewing center was established for young
girls. They not only learn sewing but other facets of housekeeping as well. It is, in fact, a school for girls.
Crafts
It is in Surif where live approximately two-thirds of the
600 women and girls who are employed part-time by MCC
in the needlework project. The needlework project actually
began in the Ein Sultan refugee camp located in the outskirts of Jericho. There a small group of Arab women were
taught how to do cross-stitch embroidery. This camp is no
longer in existence as all of these people fled and scattered
into the various camps of Jordan in June of 1967. The
economy on the West Bank suffered greatly as the result
of the war; therefore there were many women in the
village of Surif who wanted to work in the needlework
project. The women are given cloth and thread and instructions as to which is to be used. They are paid on the
piece work basis at a rate which takes into consideration
the intricacy of the design and the amount of thread which
is to be used. The gross value of the needlework produced
on the West Bank in 1969 will be in excess of $40,000.
Approximately half of this will be sold in the Jerusalem
shop and other outlets in Israel, to Israelis and foreign
tourists. The other half is sent t a the United States and
Canada and sold in Mennonite communities and at various
relief sales.
June 16, 1969

Reconstruction
While destruction continues to take place in the Middle
East there must also be construction. The village of Irbid
was one of those heavily damaged during the June 1967
war. MCC with other voluntary agencies helped provide
funds to enable some of the families to repair and build
where necessary. When it became evident that the people
in the tents located in the hills around Amman, Jordan,
would need to spend the winter 1968-69 in their tents, a
campaign was launched to provide temporary shelters for
as many of these people as possible. The various church
agencies operating in Jordan made it possible for nearly
1,600 families living in the camp of Souf to have temporary
shelters. MCC's contribution to this project was $50,000.
Today at least another 6,000 Arab families are living in
tents in Jordan and 8,000 in tents in Syria. They survived
this past winter, but what will happen to them next year?
Frontiers
Constantly we are seeking for new frontiers in projects,
dreaming dreams, and exploring possibilities, all in a
search to make Christ's love for these people real to them
and to bring to them a ministry of compassion and assistance. Some day these refugees will need to be settled
or repatriated. Is there anything that could be done now?
How? These and other questions keep flashing across the
minds of our workers in the Middle East.
In all of our activity and planning for the future, uppermost in our minds is the concern for peace and reconciliation. Our workers engage in discussions at various levels,
seeking to find a solution to the problems in the Middle
East through their presence there. Particularly on the West
Bank conversations are taking place with missionaries,
Arab Christians, Arab Muslims, Israeli government officials,
Orthodox Jews and others.
Compared to the needs in the Middle East our efforts
are rather meager. Our task is not finished; it has just begun. It is a difficult mission but extremely challenging.
We are seeking to be obedient to Jesus Christ and to serve
there in His name.

Two of the MCC-sponsored kindergarten tents for refugee preschoolers. The children are playing about the water block.
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CHURCH NEWS

GENERAL CONFERENCE DATA

ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
The Pleasant View congregation at Red
Lion, Pa., reports Rally Day services held
April 27 with the congregation enjoying the
ministry in word and song of Dr. Daniel
Chamberlain and family.
Visitation by Miss Erma Hare was made
May 18 when she spoke in the morning service acquainting the people with the mission
work being done in India.
May 11 the Fairview Ave. Church of
Waynesboro dedicated six babies in the
morning service. There are 18 babies on the
Cradle Roll in this church. Tuesday evening,
May 20 was the annual Mother-Daughter
banquet with Mrs. Ruth Ensminger as speaker.
There were 113 in attendance.
A few of the topics discussed in the Home
Life Conference May 25 at the Fairview Avenue Rrethren in Christ Church, Waynesboro,
Pa., were "The Glory of Life's Crowning
Years" by Dr. Titus Books and "How to be
Happy Though Married" by Rev. Paul Snyder
and "How Do You Relate" by Mrs. Paul
Snyder (this topic to the children through
6th grade).
A service of dedication for children was
held at Cedar Springs, Pa., Sunday May 11
when the Ray Peters family dedicated their
son, Scott Wesley, to the Lord. The Crusaders
had charge of the evening service May 11 in
which they honored the 19 mothers present
with a program especially for them. Each was
given a plant and a booklet of poetry. The
poems were written by the Crusaders for their
mothers. Recent Missionary speakers who
shared with the Cedar Springs Church were
Rev. Fred Holland from Africa and the John
Siders from India.
Mrs. Marlin Ressler was the speaker at the
Mother's Day Breakfast May 11, at the Five
Forks Church.
This quote from the Five Forks Church bulletin: "The greatest sacrifices for the church
have been made by Christian mothers."
ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
The Atlantic Conference Quiz Teams held
a Quiz-off May 25 at the Cross Roads Church.
No team was eliminated. The next meeting
for the teams will be June 8 at Fairland. The
two top teams will then compete at Lancaster
June 15. The winner from this meet will go
to the General Conference at Grantham in

July.

At the concluding service of the Family Life
Conference held at Mastersonville Brethren in
Christ Church Pastor Jesse Dourte spoke on
the topic "Ostriches in the House."
May 28 Sr. Avas Carlson shared experiences
with the Bellevue Park Church, Harrisburg,
Pa., of her many years at the Chicago Mission.
At a unified service at Hummelstown, Pa.,
May 11 Mrs. Isaac Kanode spoke on "Qualifications of a Good Mother." There was a
service of dedication for babies conducted by
Pastor Kanode. Also featured was a monologue
by Douglas Lerch, a Flannelgraph story by
Mrs. Lloyd Blauch and two visualized songs
"Jesus Loves Me," and "To God be the Glory."
Rev. Elwood Flewelling of Gormley, Ontario, has accepted the call to serve the Hummelstown congregation as pastor.
Free Grace Church, Millersburg, Pa., reports that on April 27 they dedicated the
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Old Main, the location of the Information Room for the General
Conference.
The 1969 General Conference w i l l convene in about t w o weeks. Host Bishop
Charlie B. Byers a n d the Atlantic Conference welcome you to the annual business
and inspirational sessions. The f o l l o w i n g is reference information which may help
you as you have questions related to entertainment:

Lodging:

Taxi Service:
Mr. Jesse B. Stoner
14 Manor Drive

Information:
Old Main—Room 110
Messiah College
Grantham, Pa. 17027

A f t e r June 3 0 c a l l :
(717)-766-2511

Mr. Homer L. Kraybill
Grantham, Pa. 1 7 0 2 7
Phone ( 7 1 7 ) - 7 6 6 - 2 5 1 1

Mechanicsburg, Pa. 17055

Messiah College

Grantham, Pa. 1 7 0 2 7
The first meal to be served to b o a r d members w i l l be breakfast, M o n d a y morning,
June 3 0 . Those needing meals prior to this time should contact:
Musser M. M a r t i n , Messiah College, G r a n t h a m , Pa. 1 7 0 2 7
Phone: ( 7 1 7 1 - 7 6 6 - 3 8 9 0

new carpet recently laid in the main auditorium and the reflnished pews.

Pomeroy Chapel, Tennessee held a baptismal service for seven Sunday, May 18.

May 15 Ascension Sunday the Speedwell
Heights congregation unveiled a large oil
paintings of the Ascension presented to the
congregation as a gift by Miss Winifred Ritter,
local art instructor, in memory of her father.
At the same service t h e new carpet was dedicated.

Pleasant Hill, Ohio have tentative plans for
Dedication Day, September 7 for the new
addition to the church plant. Christian Education rooms, a fellowship hall, and a narthex
area will offer much to a forward moving
church program.

CANADIAN C O N F E R E N C E
Falls View Church, Niagara Falls, Ontario,
reports that on April 13 nine young people
followed the Lord in baptism.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE

Four were received into membership at the
Chestnut Grove Church, Ashland, Ohio, May
25.
Chestnut Grove also reports: at the congregational meeting a unanimous "yes" vote
to proceed with the construction of a new
church on the Steamtown Road site.
Pastor Charles Norman, Rosebank, Kansas,
was minister for special meetings at Beulah
Chapel, Ky. Sunday afternoon, April 27 was
the Annual Fellowship meeting for the churches in Adair County, held in Bloomington
Chapel. Rev. Norman spoke on the theme:
"Our Task."

Congratulations to Pastor and Mrs. Abraham Becker, Beulah Chapel, Ohio, on t h e
occasion of their 25th wedding anniversary,
June 8.
PACIFIC C O N F E R E N C E
April 27 the Sandia Brethren in Christ
Church in Albuquerque, New Mexico featured a panel discussion on "The Christian
and the L a w " in which Mr. Eddie Chavez of
the Albuquerque Police Department had a
part.
Friday May 23 Eugenia Price spoke in the
Upland Brethren in Christ Church. She is the
author of many books and an excellent speaker.
A service of dedication for the recently
purchased Gulbranson organ was held at the
Brethren in Christ Church, Ontario, May 18,
with Sheryl McClain being guest organist for
the occasion. Bishop Arthur
Climenhaga
shared in the occasion.

Evangelical Visitor
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BUCKWALTER—Karen Lea,

bom

May

13

to

Rev. and Mrs. David Buckwalter, DeRossett,
congregation, Tennessee.

CLIMEXHAGE—Loma Anne, born April 13
to Mr. and Mrs. Trevor Climenhage, Falls
View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ontario,
Canada.
GROFF—Crystal Charlene, b o m April 25 to
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Groff, Mastersomille
congregation, Pa.
HEiSEY-Julie Allene, b o m April 28 to Mr.
and Mrs. David G. Heisey, Jr., Conoy congregation, Pa.
LEHMAN—Mary Patricia, b o m May 9 to Mr.
and Mrs. Doug Lehman, Falls View congregation, Ontario, Canada.
SECHRIST—Timothy Alan, b o m May 3 to Mr.
and Mrs. Terry Sechrist, Red Lion congregation, Pa.
SPYKER—Sheldon Vaughn, born May 3 to
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Spyker, Red Lion congregation, Pa.

GREEN-STECKLEY — Miss Mary Elizabeth
Steckley, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Levi H.
Steckley, Gormley, Ontario, Canada, became
the bride of Mr. Dennis Green, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Allen Green, Scarborough, Ontario, April
12. The ceremony was performed by Rev. J.
R. Steckley, uncle of the bride, at the Bridlewood church of Agincourt, Ontario.
HEFFLEY-HEISEY—Miss Barbara J. Heisey,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Heisey,
became the bride of Mr. Donald L. Heffley,

son of Melvin Heffley, Mount Joy, Pa., and
Mrs. Harold Jones, Chambersburg, Pa., May 10
in the Hempfield United Methodist Church
with the Rev. Bruce L. Lenich officiating.
M A L E Y - M U M M A - M i s s Carol Ann Mumma,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Adin Mumma, Mt.
Joy, Pa. and Mr. Ronald Maley, son of the
late Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Maley, Minersville,
were united in marriage May 24 in the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Eber Dourte officiating.
ROYSE-BIGOS—Miss Janice Bigos, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Chester Bigos, Phoneton, Ohio,
and Mrs. Thomas Royse, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Raymond Royse, Tipp City, Ohio, were united
in marriage October 5, 1968 in the Phoneton
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Elam O.
Dohner officiating.
SMITH-TUCKER—Miss Lavonne Ann Tucker,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Tucker, Tipp
City, Ohio, was united in marriage to Mr.
James L. Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Homer
Smith, New Carlisle, Ohio, April 1. The wedding took place in the Phoneton Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Elam Dohner officiating.
WILSON-BAKER — Miss
Mardelle
Baker,
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Robeit Baker,
Ottawa, Canada, became the bride of Mr.
Glen Wilson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Wilson,
Clarmont, Ontario, Canada, April 7. The ceremony was performed in the Bridlewood Church
with Rev. Paul Hostetler officiating.

OdcfaaJtmi
KREIDER—Mrs. Ruth Hitz Kreider was born
September 28, 1903 and passed away May
16, 1969 in Lebanon, Pa. She is survived by

Six-Day War
(Continued from page five)
Amman, Jordan, is a capital city with a host of problems. There are over 740,000 refugees in Jordan which is
about one-half the population of the country. Many have
found firm employment but over 400,000 are in refugee
camps. I thought several times that all our Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ people should see the wretchedness of
these camps and the devoted way that the MCC staff is
helping, especially with the women and the children. These
young people of ours are clear-headed and devoted, and
have all the attributes of modern-day Good Samaritans.
The Jordanian authorities granted me permission to
cross the Allenby Bridge on February 19, 1969 to visit our
people on the West Bank. Joel Thompson, of Lutheran
World Relief, and Virgil Claassen accompanied me, and
we were provided a government Information Bureau escort. We first stopped in the Jordan Valley at the town of
Karameh which was totally destroyed last spring when
the Israeli and Jordanian forces clashed. Now there are
few people on the eastern side of the valley because of
the fighting. The people of Karameh are in other parts of
Jordan, many on the Amman hills north of the city.
The Jordan army had numerous checkpoints through
which we passed in getting to the bridge, and each of
these looked more formidable than the preceding one. The
alertness of the military on both sides was evident. At the
bridge there were two nuns and one Orthodox priest coming into Jordan, and there were a few trucks that were
taking fresh produce to the East Bank. The thought flashed
June 16, 1969

her husband, Noah E . Kreider, Palmyra, Pa.,
one daughter, Mrs. Carol Duncan of Palmyra,
two grandsons, one foster son, Rev. Edward
Hackman of Westerville, Ohio, three grandchildren; also three brothers.
She was a member of the Palmyra Brethren
in Christ Church and funeral services were
conducted May 19 from the home church with
her pastor, C. N. Hostetter, Jr. officiating.
Buriai was in the Fairland Cemetery.
LANDIS—Harry L. Landis, formerly of Millersburg, Pa., died May 9, 1969 at the Messiah Home, Harrisburg, Pa. H e was born Nov.
11, 1886, in Abilene, Kansas, the son of Henry
and Rebecca Landis. H e was converted in
1900. He became a member of the Free Grace
Church in 1920 and served as deacon for several years.
He is survived by five daughters: Mrs.
Sadie Wolf, Aurora, Illinois, Mrs. Roy Stark,
Manheim, Pa., Mrs. Eveline Shott, Dauphin,
Pa., Mrs. Mervin Adams, Millersburg, Pa.,
Mrs. Claude Zerbe, Herndon, Pa., three sons:
Lloyd L., Lynn, Indiana, Aaron H. and Ezra
I., both of Hershey, Pa.
Services were held from the Free Grace
Church with Pastor Glenn Hostetter officiating assisted by Rev. Titus Books. Burial was
in the Free Grace Cemetery.
ROOT—William H. Root, born October 5,
1952 in Lebanon, Pa., passed away May 25,
1969 the victim of a drowning accident. He
was the son of Arthur Root, Sr., and Anna
Geist Root and is survived by his parents, six
brothers, two sisters, paternal grandparents
and maternal grandmother.
For many years h e and a number of his
brothers and sisters attended the Fairland
Brethren in Christ Church and Sunday school.
Funeral services were conducted by Rev.
David Climenhaga from Rohland Funeral Parlor with interment in Millbach Cemetery.

through my mind that the trucks representing "economics"
and the church people representing "spiritual concern"
might be symbolic of the interests that may ultimately
help to bring solution to the larger problem.
The West Bank looks about the same but beneath the
surface, the Israeli government is having difficulty in governing the 1.5 million Arab people. The Israelis feel pressure from all sides.
It is my belief that the Israelis had no idea that the
state of hostilities would continue long after June, 1967,
and that it would be retaining military control over the
West Bank. I further believe that Israel underestimated the
stubbornness of the Arabs' resistance even after losing more
territory. I believe there is a parallel between Israel's experience with Arab resistance and the United States' experience with Vietnamese resistance. In each case, it would
be logical to come to terms with the stronger power but
logic does not prevail when feelings run so deeply. I also
believe that it is indicative of the dwindling power of the
sword in present-day world affairs.
It is a bleak picture at the moment, and if the judgment of political analysts is correct, the prospects for a
settled peace between Israel and her neighbors is becoming
more distant. The tremendous row in the Israel cabinet
when the late Mr. Levi Eshkol, Prime Minister, said that
he was ready to give up large parts of the Israeli-occupied
West Bank made it clear that Israel itself is deeply divided
over its peace aims. The hawkish element seems to be more
apparent on both sides of the conflict, and there is a drift
toward intensification of it. Both the Israelis and the Arabs
must trust the United Nations and the governments of the
western world.
(15)
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Protestants, Catholics Urge Church
Tax on Outside Profit
The National Council of Churches and the
U.S. Catholic Conference drafted a joint appeal to Congress calling for the elimination
of special exemption churches now enjoy from
income taxes on unrelated business income.
The NCC urged churches to pay their "just
share" of municipal fire, police and sanitation
services on a voluntary basis.
Theology School Students Lose
State Loans and Scholarships
The Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency has ruled out at least 12 religiously-oriented schools in which, it said, it
cannot aid students through
scholarship
grants or loan guarantees.
Basis for the ruling is a 1963 amendment
to the state constitution which provides that
"no scholarships, grants or loans for higher
education purposes shall be given to persons
enrolled in a theological seminary or school of
theology."
Under the ruling of the aid agency, which
administers a $46.5 million annual program
assisting students at some 1,500 schools, two
Pennsylvania schools have been listed as ineligible. They are the Philadelphia College
of the Bible and Messiah College, at Grantham.
(This ruling applies to students enrolled in
Messiah College as pre-theological students.
-Editor)
ACLU Sues to Ban School
Prayer, Bible Reading
The restoration of prayer and Bible reading
by some of Pennsylvania's public school systems has brought the predicted result, a law
suit contesting their snubbing of the U.S.
Supreme Court decision forbidding such religious practices.
The American Civil Liberties Union has
filed suit to halt compulsory prayer and Bible
reading in the Albert Gallatin School District
in Fayette County.
Trustees of the district voted March 17 to
restore prayer and Bible reading to thy school
system. Three other school districts quickly
followed Gallatin's lead—Clairton, Brownesville, which is also in Fayette County, and
Philipsburg-Osceola.
According to papers filed in Federal District Court here, "Bible reading is conducted
over the loudspeaker system into every classroom; recitation of the Lord's Prayer then
follows" in the Gallatin district.
More on Sex Education
The Minnesota House of Representatives has
given final approval to a bill to control sex
education in public schools.
The bill calls for minimum educational requirements to be set for teachers giving sex
education instruction, gives parents the right
to withdraw their children from such class
programs and requires schools to preview the
coming year's sex education materials for
parents.

wouldn't say what the governor will do about
it.
Proponents said that although sectarian institutions would be eligible for funds under
the program they could not be used for instruction in religious subjects.
Preacher's Degree Mill Shut Down
A pastor in Modesto, Calif., who has gained
national attention for selling honorary doctorates of divinity, is temporarily out of
business.
The California state attorney general's office
obtained a temporary restraining order against
the Rev. Kirby J. Hensley, 57, of the Universal
Life Church.
A hearing has been scheduled for June 3
when the colorful preacher will have an opportunity to present his case.
Abraham Vereide Dead at 82
The founder of International Christian
Leadership and instigator of the international
prayer breakfast movement in the nation's
capital, died May 16 at 82.
Dr. Abraham Vereide, a native of Norway,
came to the U.S. in 1905 and settled in Montana. H e served as a Methodist circuit rider
and later held posts with the Goodwill Industries in the Pacific Northwest and Boston.
In Seattle he launched in the 1930's a
movement for which he would become best
known — International Christian Leadership.
The agency sponsored prayer breakfasts, including Presidential Breakfasts annually.
Satellite Seminary Proposed by
C&MA in Annual Sessions
Amid reports of record numbers of baptisms
from overseas fields and aggressive evangelistic
outreach the world over, delegates to the
Christian and Missionary Alliance convention
meeting in Pittsburgh heard a proposal for
a "satellite seminary" in New York.
The new school would be operated in connection with Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School in suburban Chicago. Plans are subject
to approval by the annual conference of the
Evangelical Free Church which operates
Trinity.
Dr. Nathan Bailey, re-elected president of
the Alliance, also disclosed to the convention
that a 38-acre tract of land has been purchased in Upper Nyack, N. Y. where the
denomination will relocate its headquarters.
The 82-year-old C&MA will move from Manhattan to the new site. The six-story building
of the Alliance just off Times Square is up for
sale. A church located on the old site will
move to another section of Manhattan.
Delegates at the May convention were told
that C&MA overseas membership has gone
over the 200,000 mark and that the United
States and Canadian total is now more than
80,000.
Sixty-seven new missionaries were appointed
in 1988—the highest number in recent years.
People's Church Sets New
World Missions Record
A record total of gifts and pledges for
missions was reached at The People's Church,

Toronto, at a two-week missionary convention.
More than $389,000 was pledged by the
congregation for the church's mission program
in the 12 months ahead.
Founder Oswald J. Smith has long pushed
for a goal of supporting 400 missionaries. That
goal was reached, and even surpassed, this
spring at the conference.
40th Session Planned for United Brethren
The highest body of the Church of the
United Brethren in Christ will convene in
Huntington, Ind., June 10-15.
Delegates from across the denomination will
meet in the 40th session of the General Conference, held every four years.
Some 64 delegates and general officials from
15 conferences around the world will hold
their sessions on the campus of Huntington
College, the denominational liberal arts institution.
Dr. Clyde W. Meadows, bishop, will wield
the gavel at the opening session and delivel
the keynote address.
SBC Leader Opposes
"Early Age" Baptism
The president of the Southern Baptist Convention said that children should not be baptized before the age 9, although he admitted
that he had baptized such children himself
because of parental pressures. But, he added,
"I know I am not doing right."
The Rev. W. A. Criswell told members of
his congregation that "a child ought not to be
baptized until he is a junior—age 9, 10, 11, or
12; not at age 4, 5, 6, 7, or 8."
A check of Southern Baptist Convention
statistics disclosed that during 1968, Southern
Baptist churches baptized 1,463 children under
six years of age, and 36,867 children ages six
through eight.
Earlier, he had explained that several people
had pressed him for a minimum age and he
responded that he could not set a hard and
fast rule. "I am not God and I do not know."
60,000 Parochial Students Will
Transfer to Public Schools
A University of Notre Dame research team
reported that the shifting of students from
closing Catholic elementary and secondary
schools next year may cost U.S. taxpayers an
estimated $32,200,000.
The data was based on a survey of the nation's 148 Catholic school superintendents.
Data collected by the researchers indicated:
—That only 11 new elementary or secondary
schools will be opened in Catholic dioceses
next year.
—That 111 schools will close or consolidate
classes.
—That 301 schools will close down completely at the end of the current academic
year.
—That 60,000 students, now attending parochial or diocesan schools, will shift to public
schools in the Fall.
The figure of $32,200,000-for "operational"
costs—to be borne by taxpayers was reached
by using the $638 national average per pupil
expenditure in the nation's public schools.

N. Y. Lawmakers Vote
Religious College Aid
In spite of objections that the move was unconstitutional, the New York Assembly gave
final passage to a bill that would permit religious colleges to participate in a $15 million
program which provides state aid to private
institutions of higher learning.
Governor Nelson Rockefeller has now received the bill, but a spokesman said his
lawyers had not yet studied the measure and
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